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2018 

  
CALL TO CONVENTION  

  
HAMILTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION  

  
SATURDAY MARCH 24, 2018  

  
 Place:  Webster City Middle School 

   1101 Des Moines Street 

  Webster City, IA 50595  
   

  

9:00 AM TO 10:00 AM - DELEGATE AND ALTERNATE REGISTRATION  

10:00 AM - CONVENTION CONVENES  

10:15 AM - DEADLINE FOR ALTERNATE SEATING  

  

DELEGATE FEES:  

 

Freewill donation to support delegates and the cost of the convention. 

    

ALTERNATE FEE:  NONE  

  

The delegate fee is not mandatory and the Iowa Democratic Party Constitution 
states: “No delegate’s right to fully participate or vote in any convention shall be 
dependent on the payment of a delegate fee.”  

  

Beverages and bars will be sold for $1 to support local party efforts. 

 

The Webster City Middle School is  ADA accessible. The Arrangements 

Committee will seek to fulfill other reasonable accommodations. 

 

The Convention booklet will be posted on www.hamcodems.org by 3/13/2018. 

Limited paper copies will be available at the convention. 

http://www.hamcodems.org/
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Dear Hamilton County Democrats, 

I am so glad to be working with so many Hamilton County citizens dedicated to 

bringing common sense and high ideals to our democratic process.  Thank you for 

volunteering to be an engaged citizen. Particular thanks go to all of the committee 

members below who worked behind the scene and on convention day to make sure 

that the Hamilton County Convention meets the ethics and rules found in our Iowa 

Democratic by-laws.   

Arrangement Committee     Rules Committee 

Doug Bailey       Catheryn Dingman, (chair) 

Kathy Getting, (chair)     Julie Ehresmann 

Dale Olson       Lyle Evans 

Sylvia Vust 

 

Credentials Committee     Platform Committee 

Janet Adams      Justin Deppe 

Chuck Andres      Curtis Johnson 

Amanda Malaski, (chair)     Mary Jo Johnson (chair) 

Steven Miskell      Jerry Kloberdanz 

Gayle Olson       Maureen Seamonds 

Michelle Walters      Bob Sinclair 

        Logan Welch 

 

 

 

Thank you, 

 

Kathy Getting 

Vice Chair, Hamilton County Democrats 
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CONVENTION AGENDA 

I. The Temporary Chair shall convene the convention within fifteen (15) 
minutes of the scheduled time. 

II. The Temporary Chair shall appoint a Temporary Secretary, a Temporary 
Parliamentarian, a Temporary Timekeeper, and a Temporary 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 

III. The Temporary Chair shall ask for a motion to adopt as the temporary rules 
the rules as set out in the report of the Rules and Nominations Committee. 

IV. Speakers to the Convention: 

a. City and County Candidates – up to 5 minutes each 
b. State Representative – up to 10 minutes each 
c. Congressional Candidates – up to 15 minutes each 
d. State-wide Candidates – up to 15 minutes each 

V. Report of the Credentials Committee. (Quorum) 

VI. Election of permanent Convention Chair and appointment of permanent 
Secretary, Parliamentarian, and Sergeant-at-Arms. 

VII. The Chair of the Rules and Nominations Committee will present the Report of 
the Rules and Nominations Committee and move the adoption of the report as 
the permanent rules of the Convention. 

VIII. Resolutions to Adopt Amendments to the Constitution of the Hamilton County 
Democratic Party. 

IX. Nomination and election of delegates and alternates to the District and State 
Conventions. 

X. Nomination and election of District Convention Committee members. 

XI. Nomination and election of the County Affirmative Action Committee Chair. 

XII. Report of the Platform Committee 

XIII. Ratification of Elections. 

XIV. Other business to come before the Convention. 

XV. Adjournment.  
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Sample format for a proposed amendment to the Hamilton County Democratic Party 
constitution: 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE  

HAMILTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

 

Article ___, Section ___ 

(Actual wording of the proposed amendment) 

 

 

REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

A.  Delegate registration shall remain open for one hour after the 
convention is scheduled to convene.  However, as soon as the Credentials 
Committee reports to the convention that a quorum of authorized 
delegates has been seated, the convention may transact official and 
binding business.   

1. The determination of preference groups and the strength of preference 
groups shall not be made until all delegates have been received and 
approved by the county convention. 

2. Delegates shall be considered to have aligned with a preference group 
when they are registered for the convention.  A delegate shall be required 
to designate his/her preference group at the time of his/her registration, 
and a delegate who refuses to designate a preference group shall be 
registered by the Credentials Committee as uncommitted.  Delegates are 
not required to align with the same preference group that selected them at 
the caucuses. 

3. The Credentials Committee of the Convention shall have the responsibility 
of determining the number of delegates within each preference group, and 
shall, upon completion of registration, present a report to inform the 
convention of the size of each preference group. 

 

B.  QUORUM 

The report of the Credentials Committee, certifying a quorum, shall be acted 
upon before the consideration of other official business.  A quorum for 
purposes of this section shall mean forty percent (40%) of the total accredited 
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delegates to the Convention.  The Temporary Convention Chair shall recognize 
the Chair of the Credentials Committee to present the Committee’s report. 
The Chair of the Credentials Committee may present Committee amendments 
and may yield for the presentation and disposition of minority reports 
without losing the right to the floor. 

 

C.  SEATING OF DELEGATES 

If a delegate is not present at the Convention as specified by the Call to 
Convention, the Credentials Committee will seat alternate delegates. 

 

D.  SEATING OF ALTERNATES 

If a delegate is unable to attend all or part of the convention, an alternate may 
take his or her place. 

(Those without an Alternate Assignment Form will be seated beginning at 
10:00 A.M.): 

1. A delegate may name his or her own alternate in writing on the designated 
form to the credentials committee. 

2. If a delegate fails to name an alternate, the credentials committee shall seat 
an alternate based on the following priority order. 

a. Alternates of the same preference group and precinct as the delegate on 
a first come, first served basis. 

b. Alternates of the same preference group and geographically similar 
precinct as the delegate. 

c. Alternates of the same preference group in any precinct. 

3. When an alternate has been designated by a duly elected delegate, he/she 
shall do so only until the originally elected delegate shall appear at the 
convention and request of the credentials committee chair his/her right to 
be seated. At such time, the alternate shall turn over his/her credentials 
and balloting material to the duly elected delegate. However, if the 
alternate has been selected by the credentials committee per the above 
rules, and the duly elected delegate has failed to select an alternate, the 
alternate shall have the right to retain his/her position as a delegate 
despite the presence of the duly elected delegate. In the event of a dispute 
between the alternate and the delegate claiming to be duly elected, the 
preference group delegation immediately resolves the dispute and informs 
the credentials committee of the resolution of the problem. Either the 
alternate or the claimed to be duly elected delegate may appeal 
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immediately the decision of the precinct delegation to the conventions 
credentials committee. The convention shall uphold or overrule, if 
requested, the decision of the credentials committee. The business of the 
convention shall continue, unabated, during the resolution of this dispute. 

4. If any of the foregoing methods of alternate seating are not used, the 
proposed alternate shall not be seated. 

5. The Credentials Committee shall seat, as expeditiously as possible, any 
alternate who presents to them, either before or on the day of the 
convention, proper convention credentials from the appropriate 
designated representative.  The Credentials Committee shall substitute the 
name of the alternate in place of the delegate for the official convention 
record. 

REPORT OF THE RULES AND NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE  

A. Special Order Of Business 

It shall be in order, at any time, for the Rules and Nomination Committee to 
report to the Convention a resolution providing a special order of business, for 
debate on any resolution, motion, committee report or minority report or 
amendments to a committee report or for the consideration of any matter for 
which provision is not made elsewhere in these rules. 

B. Powers And Duties Of The Chair 

It shall be the responsibility of the Chair to conduct and expedite the business of 
the Convention and to preserve order and decorum.  The Chair is authorized to: 

1. Appoint a secretary and such other officers as may be required to assist in 
the conduct of the business of the Convention.  (EX: Parliamentarian, vote 
estimators, and/or tellers) 

2. Appoint any delegate temporarily to perform the duties of the Chair. 

3. Take such lawful action as may be appropriate and necessary to preserve 
order. 

C. Voting 

1. Except as otherwise required, voting shall be by voice vote and in case of 
doubt, by standing division.  A ballot may be ordered only after a standing 
division, upon a motion that is seconded and supported by a standing vote of 
more than fifty per cent (50%) of the authorized delegate body present.  The 
Chair will make the determination as to when a ballot vote shall be used.   

2. All questions, except as specified within these rules, shall be determined by a 
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majority vote of the delegates present and voting. 

3. When the question has been put, the vote thereon may not be interrupted 
for any purpose other than for a point of order directed to the conduct of the 
vote. 

4. The Rules and Nominations Committee shall collect and count the ballots 
and the Chair of that committee shall provide the Convention Chair with the 
written results. 

5. During the counting of the votes on any issue, the Chair of the Convention 
may place a new main motion on the floor and return to the previous motion 
after the counting is completed. 

D. Appeals 

The Chair shall decide all questions of order, subject to any delegate’s appeal 
which may be debated for not more than six (6) minutes.  The time will be 
equally divided between delegates appealing and delegates in favor of 
sustaining the ruling of the Chair. 

An appeal shall not be in order: 

1. While another appeal is pending, 

2. From decisions on recognition, 

3. From decisions on dilatory motions, 

4. During a vote 

5. On a question on which an appeal has just been decided, 

6. When, in the opinion of the Chair, such an appeal is clearly dilatory.  The 
Chair shall be entitled to briefly state the reasons for the ruling before the 
question is put to the Convention. 

E. Motion To Suspend The Rules 

The Chair may entertain a motion to suspend the rules only for a stated 
purpose.  If seconded, the motion shall be decided without debate, but 
following an explanation by the Chair of the Rules and Nominations 
Committee as to the effect of suspending that one rule.  To carry, the motion 
shall require a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the delegates present and voting, a 
quorum being present. 

F. Motions 

1. No question of privilege or any motion other than those provided under 
these rules shall be entertained, except the motion to recess, to a time 
certain or at the call of the Chair, which shall be privileged. 
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2. Motions to recess shall be in order at any time, except when the question 
has been put or   when a vote is in progress, and shall be decided without 
debate.  The Chair shall not entertain motions to recess when such motion, 
in the opinion of the Chair, is dilatory. 

3. A motion to recess shall be for a time period of not more than sixty (60) 
minutes. 

4. A motion to adjourn shall not be in order until all statutory and 
constitutional duties have been completed. 

G. Resolutions 

1. Resolutions from the floor will be accepted through the Platform 
Committee.  Resolutions must be submitted within one-half (½) hour after 
the initial Credentials Committee report. 

2. All resolutions presented to the Platform Committee must be legibly 
written on the Resolution Submission Form or must be typewritten and 
include the same information as detailed on the Resolution Submission 
Form.  All efforts will be made to provide equipment to aid in the typing of 
resolutions and amendments; however, there is no certainty that 
equipment will be available. 

3. Debate on any of the resolutions from the floor will follow the rules in 
Section I. 

H. Amendments 

1. The maker of the amendment shall provide the Chair with a typewritten 
copy of the amendment before it is introduced. 

2. Minority reports of committees shall not be considered by the Convention 
unless adopted by ten percent (10%) of the members of a committee 
present and voting at a committee meeting.  Before it is introduced, the 
minority shall provide the Chair with a typewritten copy of their report 
that has been signed by the minority members. 

I. Debate 

1. Initial debate on any question shall be limited to a total of twelve (12) 
minutes and shall be equally divided between proponents and opponents, 
unless they or the Chair requests and the Convention as a whole approves a 
greater or lesser amount of time. 

2. Each speaker will be limited to one (1) minute during the time allowed for 
debate. 

3. On motions relating to debate time, the ruling of the Chair upon standing 
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votes shall be final, appeals for roll call and ballot votes being out of order. 

4. Platform Debate.  Debate of planks shall follow the same rules as all other 
issues. 

J. Quorum 

Forty per cent (40%) of the accredited delegates shall constitute a quorum.  
No motion questioning a quorum shall be in order after the delegates have 
indicated their preference for a candidate or issue during the nomination and 
delegate selection procedure. 

K. Robert's Rules 

When a point of order is not covered by these rules, or the approved Delegates 
Selection Plan, or the Rules and Nomination Committee Report, or the Iowa 
Democratic Party Constitution, or the charter of the Democratic Party of the 
United States, Robert's Rules of Order, as most recently revised, shall be used 
as the authority. 

L. Ballots 

A ballot shall be considered spoiled if: 

1. Plunking has occurred.  Plunking is voting for less than the number of 
positions to be filled on a given round of balloting.  An example is voting for 
only one delegate when a round of balloting is to fill five positions. 

2. Railroad ballots have been separated, 

3. Voting for more candidates than instructed in any round of voting.  

4. The ballot is presented by someone other than a duly elected Delegate or 
officially seated Alternate. 

M. Alternates, Candidates, Press, And Guest Seating 

Alternates, candidates, the press, and guests will be allowed in designated 
areas only and must have proper credentials from the Credentials Committee. 

N. Nomination And Election Of Permanent Chairperson 

The Rules and Nominations Chair shall nominate the permanent chair of the 
Convention.  Nominations from the floor may be received.  The election of the 
permanent Chair shall proceed as outlined in Section C. 

O. Election Procedures for District/State Delegates and Alternates 

1. The chair of the Credentials Committee shall report the total number of 
delegate votes as certified by the Credentials Committee.  "The Credentials 
Committee has certified _____ delegates to this convention.”  The chair of the 
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Rules and Nominations Committee shall then report:  “There is a quorum 
present.  The convention shall elect ______number (##) delegates to the 
District and State Conventions.  Viability is _______ (#) delegates." 

2. All delegates and party members who desire to run for District and State 
delegate positions shall inform the chair of the Rules and Nominations 
Committee by signing the candidate registration form at the credentials 
table.  This must be done prior to the election proceedings.   

3. Persons need not be present to be nominated, but a delegate must be 
present to vote.  No proxy voting will be allowed. 

4. A candidate for a district/state delegate position need not be a delegate or 

alternate to the county convention but must be 18 years of age by Election 

Day, Tuesday, November 8, 2016, and be registered as a Democrat and 

reside within the county from which they are seeking election, they must 

support the purposes of the Iowa Democratic Party (those 17 years old 

who otherwise qualify as candidates for delegate positions, but are not 

within six months of their 18th birthday are exempted from the 

registration requirement). 

5. In accordance with the National Party Charter, delegates will vote using a 
signed or identified ballot. 

6. Candidates for the delegate positions shall be listed in alphabetical order 
and numbered.  Additional nominations may be submitted from the floor.   

a. No more than a simple majority of the delegates to be elected by the 
Convention may be determined by one (1) round of voting.  Each 
candidate must receive more than fifty per cent (50%) of the votes cast 
in order to be elected.  For example: if thirteen (13) people are seeking 
seven (7) positions, all of those voting shall write the names of four (4) 
candidates on the first ballot.  They must vote for four (4) different 
people.  Those who receive more than fifty per cent (50%) of the votes 
cast will be elected.  Additional ballots shall be cast until all positions 
are filled or there are no more candidates. 

b. If no candidate receives a majority of votes on any round, then the 
candidate who received the fewest votes shall have their names 
dropped for the next round of voting.  Those names shall be added back 
in on succeeding rounds after someone is elected. 

c. All candidates receiving the same number of votes must, without 
violation of any other rule, either be defeated as a group or else elected 
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as a group. 

d. Voting shall continue until all delegate positions are filled. 

e. If the number of candidates is less than or equal to the number of 
delegate positions to be filled, the Chair may entertain a motion to 
elect all candidates.  Any remaining delegate positions may be 
filled by nomination from the floor. 

f. If the number of positions to fill is less than five (5), each elector 
shall vote for the number of candidates equal to the number of 
positions to be filled. 

g. No candidate may be elected with less than five (5) votes. All 
candidates receiving the same number of votes must, without 
violation of any other rule, either be defeated as a group or else 
elected as a group. 

h. The ballots shall be collected and counted under the authority of the 
Rules and Nominations Committee.  The ballots shall be preserved for 
one (1) year. 

i. Those persons elected as district and state delegates shall be expected 
to attend those conventions as representatives of the county.  

j. The Convention shall then proceed to elect its alternate delegates.  Any 
number of alternates may be elected. 

 

P. PREFERENCE GROUPS 

The Nomination And Election Of District/State Delegates And Alternates 
By Preference Group 

1. The first realignment of delegates into preference groups shall take place 

following the final report of the credentials committee identifying the total 

number of delegates aligned with each preference group including 

Undecided. At this time, all delegates will be afforded a one (1) hour period 

to realign with other groups if they so desire. 

2. During this period, the convention may proceed with other business.  

3. Delegates at the county convention who choose to realign with a different 

presidential preference group during the first realignment period shall sign 

a statement that states: “I now support ___________________ for the Democratic 
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nomination for President.” This statement of support shall be signed prior 

to voting for district/state convention delegates. 

4. Upon completion of the one (1) hour preference group realignment period, 

the credentials committee or their designee shall report to the convention 

the viable and nonviable groups’ status within the convention. Only 

members of nonviable groups shall then have a 30- minute period in which 

to realign into or with viable groups. 

5. Delegates at the county convention who choose to realign with a different 

presidential preference group during the second realignment period shall 

sign a statement that states: “I now support ___________________ for the 

Democratic nomination for President.” This statement of support shall be 

signed prior to voting for district/state convention delegates.   

6. The statements of realignment shall be labelled First Realignment and 

Second Realignment to ensure that the final decision of the delegate is 

recorded correctly. 

7. The number of district/state convention delegates to which a presidential 

preference or uncommitted group is entitled to elect shall be determined 

by multiplying the total number of delegates to be elected by the 

percentage of the total convention vote that each preference group 

represents. When a situation occurs where there are more viable 

preference groups than there are delegates to be elected, the preference 

group(s) with the largest fraction shall be awarded the delegate(s) in 

question. 

8. The chair of the rules and nominations committee shall announce the 

number of delegates each preference group is entitled to elect to the 

district and state conventions. The convention will then divide into its 

respective preference groups - each seated delegate going to the 

preference group with which he or she is aligned. 

9. The arrangements committee shall afford delegates the proper facilities to 

complete this process. 

10.  Each preference group shall elect a chair. All elections will be supervised 

and monitored by the appropriate rules committee chair or designee. 
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11.  The first formal action of the preference group chairs shall be to read the 

following statement: “All public meetings at all levels of the Democratic 

Party in Iowa shall be open to all members of the Democratic Party 

regardless of race, sex, age, color, creed, national origin, religion, 

ethnic identity, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic status, 

disability, or status. In order that the Democratic Party at all levels be 

an open Party, which includes rather than excludes people from 

participation, a program of effective affirmative action has been 

adopted by the Iowa Democratic Party. Discrimination on the basis of 

‘status’ in the conduct of Iowa Democratic Party affairs is prohibited.” 

12.  The procedure to be used within a presidential preference or an 

uncommitted group to elect district/state delegates is outlined in Section O 

of these rules. 

13.  Each preference group shall then proceed to elect its alternates. Any 

number of alternates may be elected.   The alternates must be elected as 

individuals, not as a group, thus “all Democrats in _____ County” is not 

allowed. Careful record should be kept of the alternates elected, including 

names, addresses, phone numbers, and emails  so as to avoid any confusion 

in seating the alternates at either the district or the state conventions.  The 

procedure to be used within a presidential preference or an uncommitted 

group to elect alternates to District/State Conventions is the same as that 

for the Delegates and is detailed in Article O of these Rules. 

14.  The contact information for all duly elected delegates and alternates shall 

be collected by the preference group chair and provided to the credentials 

chair of the convention no later than 30 minutes after the conclusion of the 

convention. 

 

Q. Election of District Convention Committee Members 

1. The number of members to be elected by each county convention to the 

district convention committees has been apportioned in a manner using a 

proportional representation system based on the most recent presidential 

and gubernatorial results. 
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2. Hamilton County will elect one (1) member to each of the district 

convention committees.  The committee members shall be elected by the 

convention as a whole. 

3. If the county convention is to elect fewer than three (3) members to each of 

the district convention committees, then the committee members shall be 

elected by the convention at large. 

a. At least ten (10) days prior to the county conventions, each of the 

county convention committees shall nominate individuals to serve on 

the corresponding committee at the district conventions. 

b. Additional nominations may be made from the floor. 

c. When there are no further nominations or upon adoption of a motion to 

cease nominations, the convention chair shall, after giving any nominee 

the opportunity to decline the nomination, conduct an election to fill the 

allotted positions. 

d. The same voting rules as outline in Section O shall apply. 

4. If the county convention is to elect three (3) or more members to each of 

the district convention committees, then the committee members shall be 

apportioned and elected by preference group. 

a. The number of district convention committee members to be elected 

within preference groups shall be determined in the same manner that 

delegates are allocated to the preference groups - proportional to their 

percentage of the entire convention. 

b. At least ten (10) days prior to the county conventions, each of the 

county convention committees shall nominate individuals to serve on 

the corresponding committee at the district conventions. 

c. Additional nominations may be made from the floor. 

d. When there are no further nominations or upon adoption of a motion to 

cease nominations, the preference group chair shall, after giving any 

nominee the opportunity to decline the nomination, conduct an election 

to fill the allotted positions. 
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e. The same voting rules as outline in Section O shall apply. 

5.  A simple majority vote of the delegates present and voting shall be 

required to elect district convention committee members. 

6. A legible list of elected district convention committee members which 
includes name, address, phone number, and email address (if available) 
shall be provided to the chair of the respective committee to which elected. 

 

R. Nomination and Election of County Affirmative Action Committee Chair 

1. The Rules and Nominations Committee shall receive nominations for one 
(1) person to serve as the District Affirmative Action committee member.  
This person is also the chair of the County Affirmative Action Committee. 

2. When there are no further nominations, the Convention Chair shall, after 
giving any nominee the opportunity to decline their nomination, conduct 
the vote pursuant to Section C of these rules. 

 

S. Ratification of all Elections 

1. The entire Convention shall ratify the election of the entire slate of 
delegates, alternate delegates, and convention committee persons to the 
District and State Conventions.  Ratification shall mean only that it is the 
sense of the Convention that the procedures used were in conformity to 
required procedures under the Constitution of the Iowa Democratic Party, 
and under applicable Convention procedure and rules.  

2. The standard policies concerning challenges and minority reports shall 
apply, with such being carried to the District Affirmative Action committee 
and then to the District Convention Credentials Committee.  
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Robert's Rules of Order 
 
What Is Parliamentary Procedure? It is a set of rules for conduct at meetings that allow 
everyone to be heard and to make decisions without confusion.  
 
Why is Parliamentary Procedure Important? Because it's a time tested method of 
conducting business at meetings and public gatherings. It can be adapted to fit the needs of 
any organization. Today, Robert's Rules of Order newly revised is the basic handbook of 
operation for most clubs, organizations and other groups. So it's important that everyone 
know these basic rules!  
 
Organizations using parliamentary procedure usually follow a fixed order of business. The 
list below is a typical example.  

1. Call to order 
2. Roll call of members present 
3. Reading of minutes of last meeting  
4. Officers' reports 
5. Committee reports  
6. Special orders. Important business previously designated for consideration at this 

meeting 
7. Unfinished business 
8. New business  
9. Announcements 
10. Adjournment 

 
The method used by members to express ideas is in the form of moving motions. A motion is 
a proposal that requires that the entire membership take action or a stand on an issue. 
Individual members can:  

1. Call to order 
2. Second motions 
3. Debate motions 
4. Vote on motions 

 
There are four Basic Types of Motions:  

1. Main Motions: The purpose of a main motion is to introduce items to the 
membership for their consideration. They cannot be made when any other motion is 
on the floor, and yield to privileged, subsidiary, and incidental motions.  

2. Subsidiary Motions: Their purpose is to change or affect how a main motion is 
handled, and is voted on before a main motion.  

3. Privileged Motions: Their purpose is to bring up items that are urgent about special 
or important matters unrelated to pending business.  

4. Incidental Motions: Their purpose is to provide a means of questioning procedure 
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concerning other motions and must be considered before the other motion. 
 
How are Motions Presented?  

1. Obtain the floor  
a. Wait until the last speaker has finished.  
b. Rise and address the chairperson by saying, "Chairperson." c. Wait until the 

chairperson recognizes you.  
2. Make Your Motion  

a. Speak in a clear and concise manner.  
b. Always state a motion affirmatively. (i.e., "I move that we ..." rather than, "I 

move that we do not ...")  
c. Avoid personalities and stay on your subject.  

3. Wait for Someone to Second Your Motion  
4. Another member will second your motion or the chairperson will call for a second.  
5. If there is no second to your motion it is lost.  
6. The Chairperson States Your Motion  

a. The chairperson will say, "the motion has been moved and seconded..." Thus 
placing your motion before the membership for consideration and action.  

b. The membership then either debates your motion, or may move directly to a 
vote.  

c. Once your motion is presented to the membership by the chairperson it 
becomes "assembly property", and cannot be changed by you without the 
consent of the members.  

7. Expanding on Your Motion  
a. The time for you to speak in favor of your motion is at this point in time, 

rather than at the time you present it.  
b. The mover is always allowed to speak first.  
c. All comments and debate must be directed to the chairperson. 
d. Keep to the time limit for speaking that has been established.  
e. The mover may speak again only after other speakers are finished, unless 

called upon by the chairperson.  
8. Putting the Question to the Membership  

a. The chairperson asks, "Are you ready to vote on the question?" 
b. If there is no more discussion, a vote is taken.  
c. On a motion to move the previous question may be adapted.  

 
Voting on a Motion:  
The method of vote on any motion depends on the situation and your organizations by-laws 
of policy. The five methods most organizations use to vote by are:  

1. Voice -- The chairperson asks those in favor to say, "aye", those opposed to say "no". 
Any member may move for an exact count.  

2. Roll Call -- Each member answers "yes" or "no" as his name is called. This method is 
used when a record of each person's vote is required.  
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3. General Consent -- When a motion is not likely to be opposed, the chairperson says, 
"if there is no objection..." The membership shows agreement by their silence, 
however if one member says, "I object," the item must be put to a vote.  

4. Division -- This is a slight verification of a voice vote. It does not require a count 
unless the chairperson so desires. Members raise their hands or stand.  

5. Ballot -- Members write their vote on a slip of paper, this method is used when 
secrecy is desired.  

 
There are two other motions that are commonly used that relate to voting. They are:  

1. Motion to Table -- This motion is often used in the attempt to "kill" a motion. The 
option is always present, however, to "take from the table", for reconsideration by the 
membership.  

2. Motion to Postpone Indefinitely -- This is often used as a means of parliamentary 
strategy and allows opponents of motion to test their strength without an actual vote 
being taken. Also, debate is once again open on the main motion.  

 
Parliamentary Procedure is the best way to get things done at your meetings. But, it will only 
work if you use it properly.  

 Allow motions that are in order.  
 Have members obtain the floor properly.  
 Speak clearly and concisely.  
 Obey the rules of debate.  
 Most importantly, be courteous.  

Points  
The following three points are always in order:  

1. Point of Order: a question about process, or objection and suggestion of alternative 
process. May include a request for the facilitator to rule on process.  

2. Point of Information: a request for information on a specific question, either about process 
or about the content of a motion. This is not a way to get the floor to say something you think 
people should know. People misusing points of information in this fashion will be 
defenestrated, or otherwise sanctioned forcefully.  

3. Point of Personal Privilege: a comment addressing a personal need - a direct response to a 
comment defaming one's character, a plea to open the windows, etc.  

 
Motions  
All motions must be seconded, and are adopted by a majority vote unless otherwise noted. All 
motions may be debated unless otherwise noted. Motions are in order of precedence: motions may 
be made only if no motion of equal or higher precedence is on the floor (i.e., don't do a number 5 
(move to end debate) when the body is discussing a number 4 (move to suspend rules).  

1. Motion to Adjourn: not debatable; goes to immediate majority vote.  
2. Motion to Recess: not debatable. May be for a specific time.  
3. Motion to Appeal the Facilitator's Decision: Not debatable; goes to immediate vote. 

Allows the body to overrule a decision made by the chair.  
4. Motion to Suspend the Rules: suspends formal process for dealing with a specific question. 

Debatable; requires 2/3 vote.  
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5. Motion to End Debate and Vote or Call the Question: applies only to the motion on the 
floor. Not debatable; requires 2/3 vote.  

6. Motion to Extend Debate: can be general, or for a specific time or number of speakers. Not 
debatable.  

7. Motion to Refer to Committee: applies only to the main motion. Refers question to a 
specific group with a specific time and charge.  

8. Motion to Divide the Question: breaks the motion on the floor into two parts, in manner 
suggested by mover.  

9. Motion to Amend: must be voted for by a majority to be considered and by a 2/3 to be 
passed. If amendment is accepted as "friendly" by the one proposing the amendment then 
many bodies will allow it to be accepted without a formal vote; this is a way of including a 
consensus-building process into procedure without endless debate over amendments to 
amendments. Strictly speaking, however, once the main motion is made it is the property 
of the body to amend.  

10. Main Motion: what you're debating and amending.  
 
Other Meeting Guidelines  

1. When a topic is first introduced or a main motion is made, allow all questions for 
information purposes to be asked before opening to debate.  

2. Discourage the repetition of arguments. Attempt to call on people who have not yet 
spoken before those who have already spoken. Discourage dialogues that start up between 
two individuals in debate.  

3. If debate carries on too long, impose time limits on speakers.  
4. Discourage people from talking in initials - spell them out.  

 
 

Robert’s Rules Made Simple 
 
 
 

REPORT OF THE PLATFORM COMMITTEE 2018 
1. Agriculture, Energy & Environment 
2. Resolution 1: 
3. In order to support the quality of air and water for all citizens and because 

funds have been allocated for that purpose but not yet used, 
4.  
5. Be it resolved that we support using those funds to incentivize 

environmentally responsible farming practices and watershed management. 
6.  
7. Platform Category: Agriculture for Productive Living and a Healthy Food 

Supply 
8.  
9. Resolution 2: 

In order to protect the quality of life of neighboring farmers and communities 
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and to protect our aquifers, 
10.  
11. Be it resolved that we support a reform of the Master Matrix to provide closer 

supervision and stricter rules for the number and placement of all animal 
confinement units (CAFOS). 

12. Platform Category: Livestock Management 
13.  
14. Resolution 3: 
15. In order to protect any gains made in renewable energy and in order to 

advance future environmental efforts, 
16.  
17. Be it resolved that we support increased environmental incentives and 

strengthened environmental regulations. 
18.  
19. Platform Category: Energy: Combating climate Change with Responsible 

Production and use to Reverse Destabilization of our Ecosystem 
20.  
21. Resolution 4: 
22.  
23. States that are higher on the “quality of life” rankings appear to do better at 

economic development, plus citizens of all incomes deserve a place to play 
and relax, therefore, 

24.  
25. Be it resolved that we support robust funding for our park system and our 

natural resources. 
26.  
27. Platform Category: Environment, Stewardship, & Livability 
28.  
29. EDUCATION 
30.  
31. Resolution 5: 
32.  
33. Because well-educated young people become the well-educated leaders of 

tomorrow, therefore, 
34.  
35. Be it resolved that we support fair funding for all our school systems, both 

rural and urban, to include the STEM program, the Fine Arts, Industrial Arts 
and Agriculture. 

36.  
37.  Platform Category: Education Funding from the State 
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38.  
39.  Resolution 6: 
40.  
41.  In order to protect every child’s school progress, 
42.  
43. Be it resolved that we support Iowa DE accreditation for instructors/ 

curriculum/assessment/pupil attendance reporting for on-line/private/ 
home-school/for-profit instruction. 

44.  
45.  Platform Category: State Education Policy 

 
 
 
 

46.  Resolution 7: 
47.  
48. Because well-educated citizens are better prepared to become valuable 

employees, managers and business owners, therefore, 
49.  
50. Be it resolved that we support funding post-secondary education.  
51.  
52. Platform Category: Post-Secondary Education 
53.  
54. GOVERNMENT, LAW, MILITARY & VETERANS 
55. Resolution 8: 
56.  
57. Because far too many people are maimed or killed by the extreme violence of 

assault weapons, 
58.  
59. Be it resolved that we support: 

a. Changing laws to allow for mandatory funding for data collection and 
research on gun violence. 
b. Banning assault weapons.  

60.  
61. Platform Category: Gun Safety  
62.  
63. Resolution 9: 
64.  
65. Because of the costs of the current system of criminalized cannabis (law 

enforcement, judicial system, prison system and damaged futures from 
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criminal records), and because cannabis is known to have certain medicinal 
benefits, 

66.  
67. Be it resolved that we support decriminalized cannabis.  
68.  
69. Platform Category: Criminal Justice 
70.  
71. RESOLUTION 10: 
72.  
73. Because throughout the history of this “melting pot” country, immigrants 

have generally proven valuable to the expansion of our economy, therefore, 
74.  
75. Be it resolved that we support a path to citizenship for undocumented 

immigrants. 
76.  
77. Platform Category: Immigration 
78.  
79. Resolution 11: 
80.  
81. For continued safety for home/daycare/schools, 
82.  
83. Be it resolved that we continue to support gun free zones. 
84.  
85. Platform Category: Gun Safety 
86.  
87. Resolution 12: 
88.  
89. Because the “stand your ground” law has caused senseless deaths since it’s 

inception, therefore, 
90.  
91. Be it resolved that we support the repeal of the “stand your ground” law. 
92.  
93. Platform Category: Gun Safety 
94.  
95. Resolution 13: 
96.  
97. Because the 1st Amendment to The Bill of Rights has not changed since it was 

written despite efforts to shrink its’ meaning, 
98.  
99. Be it resolved that we reaffirm the “freedom of assembly” as written in the 
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Bill of Rights. 
100.  
101. Platform Category: Civil Rights & Civil Liberties 
102.  
103. Resolution 14: 
104.  
105. If super delegates get more votes than regular party delegates, an 

undemocratic outcome results - in the Democratic Party, therefore, 
106.  
107. Be it resolved that we support the elimination of super delegates.  
108.  
109. Platform Category: Campaigns, Elections, & American Institutions  
110.  
111. HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Resolution 15: 
112.  
113. Because the care for those with mental health issues and those with opioid 

addiction have been allowed to fall far behind the current needs, 
114.  
115. Be it resolved that we support increased funding to meet these needs with 

added care givers, treatment and treatment facilities. 
116.  
117. Platform Category: Mental Health & Addictions 
118.  
119. Resolution 16: 
120.  
121. Until this country determines that healthcare is a human right, we will 

continue to have higher healthcare costs and poorer general population 
health outcomes than other first world countries, therefore, 

122.  
123. Be it resolved that healthcare is a human right. 
124.  
125. Platform Category: General Health 
126.  
127. Resolution 17: 
128.  
129. In order to provide adequate care for our citizens in need, 
130.  
131. Be it resolved that we support increased funding and oversight for the DHS. 
132.  
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133. Platform Category: General Health 
134.  
135. Resolution 18: 
136.  
137. Because the privatization of Medicaid has proven to be ineffective, therefore, 
138.  
139. Be it resolved that we oppose the privatization of Medicaid.  
140.  
141. Platform Category: Reimbursement & Coverage 
142.  
143. LABOR, ECONOMY & COMMERCE 
144. Resolution 19: 
145.  
146. Because wages have been gradually falling further below the Consumer Price 

Index since the 1980’s, 
147.  
148. Be it resolved that we support raising the minimum wage to a “living wage” 

of $15 per hour, annualized to the CPI. 
149.  
150. Resolution 20: 
151.  
152. Because tax breaks for corporations, if not carefully planned, can result in cut 

services for the taxpayers, therefore, 
153.  
154. Be it resolved that we oppose corporate tax breaks.  
155.  
156. Platform Category: Budget & Taxation 
157.  
158. Resolution 21: 
159.  
160. Because checks and balances are important to a fair and healthy economy, 

and because unions and collective bargaining are an important part of those 
checks and balances, therefore, 

161.  
162. Be it resolved that: 

a.  We support unions and union membership. 
b. We oppose restrictions on public union collective bargaining. Resolution  

163.  
164. Category: Labor, Wages, Worker’s Rights, & Safety 
165.  
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166. Resolution 22: 
167.  
168. Because “right to work” laws are a tool for weakening unions, and also 

because overall wages tend to average lower in “right to work” states, 
169.  
170. Be it resolved that we support repealing the “right to work” law. 
171.  
172. Platform Category: Labor, Wages, Worker’s Rights, & Safety 
173.  
174. Resolution 23: 
175.  
176. High speed internet is critical for a rural economy because it increases 

opportunities for employment and/or business development, therefore, 
177.  
178. Be it resolved that we support designating high speed internet as a utility.  
179.  
180. Platform Category: Internet 
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REQUEST FOR ACCOMMODATION FORM  
  
Iowa Democrats strive to make all of our events and meetings accessible to all who wish to 

attend.  Reasonable requests will be fulfilled as outlined in the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

as amended.  To provide necessary accommodations please complete the form below and 

return it no later than March 17, 2018. 

If you require assistance to complete this REQUEST FOR ACCOMODATION FORM or if you 

prefer to make your request verbally, please contact Doug Bailey at  

     (515)297-1635 or  dbailey9@gmail.com 
 

  

Your Name: _________________________________________________  

  
Address: ____________________________________________________  
  

County: _____________________________ZIP Code:  _______________ 
  

Phone: _____________________________________________________ 
  

E-Mail: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Requested Accommodation(s):       Please email or mail the completed form 
        to:  
Check all that apply.       dbailey9@gmail.com  
☐ I will have a service animal      Doug Bailey 

☐ I will need to use a refrigerator/freezer    923 First Street 
☐ I will need to use a quiet room     Webster City, IA 50595 
☐ Large Print Program 18 point font  

☐ I have a power wheelchair  

☐ I have a push wheelchair  

☐ I need a high table to accommodate my wheelchair  

☐ Preferential seating (please describe below)  

☐ Other: (please describe below) 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:dbailey9@gmail.com
mailto:dbailey9@gmail.com
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2018 HAMILTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION 
 

RESOLUTION FOR THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM 
(Start resolutions with WE SUPPORT or WE OPPOSE and please include a rationale for the 

resolution) 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature: ________________________________________________________  

Printed Name: ___________________________________________________  

Date: ______________________________              Precinct: _________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: (____) __________________________________ E-mail: ______________________________________________________ 

Platform Category: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Ex: Agriculture & Environment; Economy, Commerce & Labor; Education; Government & 

Law; Human Resources & Healthcare; International Affairs) 

Additional Resources (Newspaper, magazine or book articles.  Names of people who have 

knowledge on this subject and how they can be reached.): ______________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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